
  

AOPC: Surface pressure group workshop 
Norwich 20th –21st November, 2002 

 
Workshop Outline 

 
 
Day 1: Historical MSLP data: compilations and quality control 
 (Committee Room 2, adjacent to the main entrance of the Registry) 
 
 
Morning session (10:00 – 1:00) : short presentations 
 
10:00-10:15 Rob Allan  : Introduction and welcome 
 
10:20-10:35 David Wuertz : GHCN project 
 
10:40-10:55 Rob Allan : Hadley Centre MSLP data base 
 
11:00-11:15 Gil Compo : Comparison of I-COADS ship observations with US Historical Weather 

Maps 1899-1939. 
 
11:20-11:35 Tea break 
 
11:35-11:50 Vicky Slonosky : Canadian historical MSLP data and future plans 
 
11:55-12:10 Theo Brandsma : Dutch and colonial (Indonesian and Japanese) historical MSLP. 
 
12:15-12:30 Anders Moberg : Historical MSLP data from Norway, Sweden and Finland 
                         & Lars Barring : Historical MSLP data from Estonian and Poland 
 
12:35-12:50 Victor Lagun : Russian historic Antarctic surface pressure data management 
 
1:00- 2:30  Lunch : Sainsbury Centre 
 
 
Afternoon session (2:30 – 5:30) : Discussion 
 
2:30-3:30  Open discussion on a number of MSLP data issues to be lead by Rob Allan.  

 
* International MSLP data base 
Discuss the potential for international collaboration and encourage meteorological 
archives in different countries to talk to one another about holdings 
 
Opportunity here for attendees to comment on their efforts in cataloguing and 
extending historical MSLP records.  
 
* Daily MSLP data issues 

 

  



  

 
3:30-3:50  Afternoon tea 
 
 
3:50-5:30 Open discussion cont.  
 

* Outstanding data issues:  
Aim to push back the records from individual stations (eg. Singapore, Mauritius, 
Papeete [finding the missing issues of The Messenger of Tahiti], Gibraltar, Reykjavik, 
London).   
 
Discussion of potential sources, for example lighthouse records, colonial data 
availability (West African – French data), observatories, botanical gardens, agricultural 
colleges, hospitals, asylums and Consular and police records.  
 
 
 

 
 
7:00 pm Dinner : Three Ways Lebanese Restaurant  
                    4a Brigg Street (above Going Places on Gentleman’s Walk), Norwich 
                  tel: 01603 622814 

 
 

  



  

 
Day 2: Historical MSLP: analyses and data extensions 
(UEA Sportspark) 
 
 
Morning session (9:00 – 12:15) : short presentations and discussion 
 
9:00-9:15 Gil Compo - Feasibility of reanalysis before the radiosonde era. Will report on the use 

of surface pressure observations to reconstruct the 4 times daily tropospheric 
circulation with statistical methods and advanced data assimilation. 

 
9:20-9:35 Shyh Chen – Surface pressure observation: a view from Reanalysis. 
 
9:40-9:55 Rob Allan (for Nathan Gillett) – Trends in HadSLP and MSLP data 
 
10:00-10:30 Morning tea  
 
10:30-10:45 Scott Woodruff –  A discussion of the pressure data in I-COADs and pertinent issues 

such as gravity corrections and biases in the US Maury collection.  New historical 
datasets, which are not yet included in the I-COADs blend, will also be discussed.  

 
10:50-11:05 Tara Ansell – A new version of HadSLP using I-COADs data. 
 
11:10-12:30 Open discussion 
 

*Recommendations from January workshop on Advances in the Use of Historical 
Marine Climate Data (Boulder, January 2002), in particular the use of surface wind 
data to supplement historical MSLP holdings 
*Inclusion of grid box uncertainties in gridded data sets 
*NCEP and ECMWF differences 
*Trends in high southern latitudes 
*Gravity corrections 
*Corrections to mean sea level 
*Grid box verses grid point  
*Reference longitude issues (eg. Paris verses Greenwich) 
*Copyright and legal aspects of data 
*Meta data issues 

 
 
12:30-1:30  Lunch : UEA Sportspark 
 
 
Afternoon session (1:15 – 3:30) : Discussion 
 
1:30-3:15 Open discussion cont. 
 
3:15-3:30  Rob Allan :  close 
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